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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 15 [ffl l, 
wherein the pad comprises 

a touch pad. ^ 

3. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 15[[ 211, 
wherein the touch pad comprises 

an N-wire-technology touch pad. 

4. (Original) The apparatus of claim 2, 
wherein the touch pad comprises 

a four-wire-technology touch pad. 

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 2, 
wherein the touch pad comprises 

a seven-wire-technology touch pad. 

6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 15[[4-11, 
wherein the pad comprises 

a touch screen. 

7. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 15 [[4-1], 
wherein the pad comprises 

a pad for entering a personal identifier (PIN). 
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8. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 15 [[4 11, wherein the encrypting circuit 
comprises 

a CPU; and 

a memory, coupled to the CPU and programmed to encrypt. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the CPU and programmed memory are the 
first CPU/programmable to encrypt the entered identifier, through which the identifier passes. 

10. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 15[[ 4H, wherein the encrypting circuit 
comprises 

a microcontroller programmed to encrypt. 

11. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 15ff 411, wherein the encrypting circuit 
comprises 

an application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC). 

'( 

12. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 15 [ [411, f urth e r com p r i s ing 
a4^sH3€*^F^siTO^^ the housing is resistant to access. 

13. (Original) The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the housing comprises 
housing resistant to tampering. 

14. (Original) The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the housing comprises 
housing resistant to tapping. 


15. (Currently Amended) Tfre-a pp a r a tus o f-€teim4£r- An apparatus for encrypting an 
identifier, the apparatus comprising: 

a pad for entering an identifier: 

a circuit, adjacent the pad, for encrypting the entered identifier: 
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a link, communicatively coupling the pad and the encrypting circuit; and 

a housing enclosing the encrypting circuit and the link, the housing formed at least partially 

wh erein t h e h ous i ng compr i s e s 

h o u sing^4ea st pa rt iall y of using chip-on-glass technology. 


16. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim-15f[4£11, wherein the hous i ng compris e s 


17. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 15ff 4-2-11, wherein the heus+Rg-com^r4ses 
housin g i n w kicMhe-link and the encrypting circuit are -embedded in the housing . 

^8. (Original) An apparatus for encrypting an identifier, the apparatus comprising: 
a pad, comprising one of a touch screen and an N-wire-technology touch pad, for entering a 
personal identifier (PIN); 

a circuit, adjacent the pad and comprising one of a programmed microcontroller and an ASIC, for 
encrypting the entered identifier; 

a link, communicatively coupling the pad and the encrypting circuit; and 

a housing, resistant to access and at least partially of chip-on-glass technology, in which the link 
and encrypting circuit are embedded. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method for encrypting an identifier, the method comprising: 
placing a 

pad for entering an identifier, 

a circuit for encrypting an identifier and 

a link communicatively coupling the pad and the encrypting circuit 

adjacent in an access-resistant housing formed at least partially using chip-on-glass technology ; 
entering a identifier on the pad; 

communicating the identifier to the encrypting circuit; and 
encrypting the identifier by means of the encrypting circuit. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 9, further comprising tbe-step-ef 
forwarding the encrypted identifier for verification. 



tke-encrypting circuit is embedded in the housing . 
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21 - 22. (Cancelled) 
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